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THE GOOD SHEPHERD John 10:11  
 
 
 
 

Preaching Plan  
 
Church is a place to grow God’s love; it also builds a support group for us all within 
our Community to embrace friendship and share our faith. So Come join us this 
Sunday where you can talk to God and celebrate life. 
 
Services - Morning Services @ 10am 
 
Sunday 7th April   -   Rev Nigel Freathy (H.C)  
  
Sunday 14th April -    Mrs Tina Bishop 
 
Sunday 21st April  -   Mr Kevin Dudman 
 
Sunday 28th April  -   Rev Nigel Freathy 
 

  



REFLECTION ………………….. 
 
Isn’t nice to see the Sheep with their lambs in the fields. Each year when I see this, my initial 
thought is “Spring is here at long last”, secondly, I think of our Lord when he says “I am the 
good Shepherd”. The image of our Lord as our shepherd, is such a familiar one. But I have to 
wonder: is it still of help to us? It is rather old fashioned, isn’t it? In biblical times, everyone 
knew a shepherd. It would have been a very familiar and helpful metaphor. But is that still the 
case?  And yet, somehow, this image continues to speak to us as people of faith. Psalm 23 is 
still one of our most beloved psalms and passages in scripture. Jesus as the Good Shepherd 
is still one of the most familiar ways of thinking of him, and of picturing him.  
 
As I thought about why this is still the case,  in this very modern, post-agricultural world of 
ours, it struck me that the answer is actually quite simple: We all long for a shepherd. We all 
know that we need someone to lead us, and to protect us, and to guide us. We are a lot like 
sheep. And sheep need shepherds. The world, then and now, looks for someone to lead, 
because we need someone to lead us. I suspect that is why superhero movies are still popular, 
and probably always will be. Because our world needs heroes. Our world needs leaders. Our 
world needs good and faithful shepherds, to take care of us, and to lead us.  
 
Sheep are what is known as “flock animals.”They are safe in numbers. As humans are we 
“flock animals”. We like to be together. We like to gather in groups. There is this innate drive 
to surround ourselves with like-minded people, in sports and politics, at work and at school. 
I didn’t know this but Congregations are sometimes called flocks! Why? So that we can come 
together and be kept safe and seek guidance from our shepherd.  
 
It turns out that sheep are very good at hearing, and especially at hearing the voice of their 
shepherd. A practice typical in Jesus’ time was for shepherds to get together with other 
shepherds and their sheep during the day. A bunch of shepherds, all together with lots and 
lots of sheep, usually at some kind of watering hole. It was noisy and chaotic, to say the least. 
But at the end of the day, the shepherds would call for their sheep. And the sheep would follow 
their own shepherds to a safe place to sleep. In the midst of all that chaos, and all those 
competing voices, the sheep would hear their shepherd’s voice and follow their shepherd. And 
that is, of course, what we are supposed to do, too: Listen to our shepherd, our good shepherd, 
and follow him.  
 
Sheep also  are natural followers. They don’t like to be pushed; they prefer to be led. And it is 
their shepherd who leads them. Sheep trust their shepherd, and go where the shepherd goes. 
And they let the shepherd go first, to make sure the way is safe, and then he invites them to 
follow him. Isn’t that what Jesus is asking of us? To be his followers? He’s not going to push 
us, he’s not going to force us. Instead, Jesus just keeps calling us, in many and various ways, 
and inviting us over and over to follow him. He promises to lead us, to protect us, and even to 
lay down his life for us. And he invites us to trust him. Trust him and follow him. 
 
Jesus is our shepherd, the Good Shepherd and we are his sheep. Flocking together, listening 
for his voice, and following him. Perhaps this image of being a sheep, and Jesus as our Good 
Shepherd, is not so out of date as I might have thought. Our world has not out-grown its need 
for a shepherd. It is now, just as it has always been, a world in need of a good and faithful 



shepherd. We are blessed to have a shepherd, who is good and loving and faithful; who 
promises to lead us all the days of our life, through the trials and tribulations and whatever this 
world throws at us and we can help him by being good and faithful sheep: By continuing to 
flock together, faithfully listening for his voice, and by following him.  

 
 
Church Flowers 
 
Sunday 7th April - Gillian Govier (Kenworthy). Thoughts of 
Dad on his Anniversary and fond memories of Mum, with 
love.  
   
Sunday 14th April - Deidre and Brian. A gift of flowers 
for the Church.  
   
Sunday 21st April - Ann Smith. With love and many special 
memories of Sean Wakley.  
   
Sunday 28th April -  Dave Mutter. Remembering Mum, Elsie, and Dad, Rex, with 
love.  

 
 
Wishing Dave a very Happy Birthday on the 24th April.  
 
 
 

 
If anyone would like to give a gift of flowers, please contact Sybil Anderson. 
 

 
 



SYLVIA’S NEWS OF FOLK! 
With news of folk, please call Sylv on 20910. 
 
We were sorry to hear Sarah’s Mother had died, she 
was also Eileen’s Aunt. We send the family our love at 
this sad time.   
 
We were also sorry to hear of the death of Pat 
Reynolds, who lived at Three Horse Shoes Farm and before she and her husband, 
Howard, lived at Rock Farm in Beer.   They were part of the Newton family.  Pat 
really enjoyed our Newsletter and would always phone me after she received it 
to find out about the sick people. I for one will miss her calls.    
  
Kath White hasn't been too well lately and we have really missed her at Church, 
so it was good to see her at the Lent Lunch.  
  
Pat McMahon is having treatment on her eyes, we have also missed her in Church. 
Hopefully all is going well.  
 
Peter Anderson fell and broke his femur. He was in hospital for a while as they 
had to operate.  He is recovering at home now and beginning to move about, so 
hopefully, he will be out and about soon.   
 
Brian (Fido) Hawker has also been quite unwell with a stroke. We wish him well.  
 
A sad time for Lauren and Ashley (Pippa and Martin Richard’s Daughter) as her 
little baby is very poorly. They are currently in Bristol Children’s Hospital for the 
foreseeable future. We pray for all the family. 
 
I have not been to Church much as I have been quite poorly but hoping to be there 
for the Easter Services.  I managed to get there for Janet Owen’s funeral who I 
will also miss.   
 
We send our Easter greetings to all, especially Margaret Sellers who is in a home, 
such a lovely lady. 
 
Thanks to all those who helped with the Lent Lunch. Do hope there will be plenty 
to help with Easter Flowers and Easter Breakfast. 
 
 
 



 
Do you have any pets? I have a dog called 
Dottie. I look after her by providing her with 
food, water and a cosy place to sleep.  I take 
her on lovely walks and play with her. She 
knows me so well that when I call her, she 
will come to me and she will also do as I ask.  
She knows that I care about her and I will 
take care of her. In a tiny way, this is a little 
bit like being a shepherd. 

 
Do you know what a shepherd does? A shepherd is responsible for taking care of sheep. 
There are some people who are shepherds now, but in the times of the Bible there were even 
more of them. The shepherd would guide the sheep to places where they could find grass to 
eat, water to drink, and a place to rest. Sheep learn to follow the shepherd. 
 
They know when he is talking to them and follow along, recognizing that he will lead them to 
good things. If there is any danger the shepherd will protect his sheep.   
 
Did you know that Jesus compared Himself to a shepherd as he wants to help guide us and 
we can put our trust in him. Jesus will always protect and care for us. He said that a good 
shepherd would lay down his life for the sheep, and that’s exactly what Jesus did! What a 
blessing!  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
 

COME AND JOIN US FOR A COFFEE @ 10AM IN THE CONGREGATIONAL 
HALL.ALL WELCOME!   

PLEASE SEE THE NOTICE BOARD FOR DATES 
 
 

COFFEE BREAK 
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