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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town 

to register. 
 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 

of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the inn. 
 

Luke 2:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

REFLECTION ………………….. 
 
Once upon a Christmas Eve, a man sat by his fireplace, pondering the meaning of 
Christmas. “There is no point to a God who becomes man,” he mused. “Why would an all-
powerful God want to share even one of His precious moments with the likes of man? And 
even if He did, why would He choose to be born in an animal stall? The whole thing is 
absurd! I’m sure that if God really wanted to come down to earth, He would have chosen 
some other way.”  

Suddenly, the man was interrupted from his thoughts by a lot of noise coming from 
outside. He went to look out his window and saw a small gaggle of geese frantically 
honking and aimlessly flopping about in the snow. They seemed very dazed and confused, 
they had dropped out in exhaustion from the larger flock of geese on its way to the warmer 
climates.  

The man rushed outside to try and “shoo” the poor tired geese into his warm garage, but 
the more he “shooed” the more they panicked! “If they only realised I’m only trying to do 
what’s best for them,” he thought to himself. “How can I make them understand I am just 
looking out for them?” Then, this thought came to him: “If for just a minute, I could become 
one of them and communicate with them in their own language, they would know what I 
am trying to do!”  

Suddenly, he remembered before the commotion what he had been thinking,  the 
Christmas story no longer seemed absurd. He pictured the ordinary-looking infant, lying in 
the manger, in that stable in Bethlehem, and he knew the answer to his Christmas 
problem: God had become one of us to save us.  

************************ 
 
May the Christmas GIFTS remind us of God’s 
greatest gift, His only Son. 
May the Christmas CANDLES remind us of Him 
who is the “Light of the world.” 
May the Christmas TREES remind us of another 
tree upon which he died. 
May the Christmas CHEER remind us of Him who 
said, “Be of good cheer.” 
May the Christmas FEAST remind us of Him who is “the Bread of Life.” 
May the Christmas BELLS remind us of the glorious proclamation of His 
birth. 
May the Christmas CAROLS remind us of the son the angels sang, “Glory to 
God in the Highest!” 
May the Christmas SEASON remind us in every way of Jesus Christ our 
King! 

 
 



Church Flowers 
 
Sunday 3rd December - Annette for her Dad, Dick and 
Mum, Jean on their Anniversary. Thoughts also of them 
at this time of year. 
Sunday 10th December - Gillian Govier (Kenworthy). 
For Mum on her birthday, many fond memories of both 
Mum and Dad, especially at Christmas.  
Sunday 17th December - Kath Seaborne. 
Remembering Stan and Ally, at this time. Also thoughts 
of Mum and Dad with love at Christmas. 
Sunday 24th December - Sylvia and Sybil. For Mum 
and Dad at Christmas, remembering all the happy times spent with them. 
Also Rose Mutter, with love and thoughts of Joey at Christmas, from all the 
Family. 
Sunday 31st December - Slyvia. For Bob on his birthday. Remembering all 
the wonderful birthdays spent with him.  
If anyone would like to give a gift of flowers, please contact Sybil 
Anderson. 
 
Preaching Plan  
 
Church is a place to grow God’s love; it also builds a support group for us 
all within our Community to embrace friendship and share our faith. So 
Come join us this Sunday where you can talk to God and celebrate life. 
 
Services - Morning Services @ 10am 
 
Sunday 3rd December -  Rev Nigel Freathy (H.C) 1st Sunday in Advent   
  
Sunday 10th December -  Rev Nigel Freathy  
 
Sunday 17th December- Mrs Annette Freathy 9 Lessons and Carols 
 
Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 5.30pm 
 
Monday 25th December - Christmas Day half hour Service at 9.30am 
                                                Led by Roger Aplin 
 
Sunday 31st December - Rev Nigel Freathy 
 
All help welcomed to decorate the Church for Christmas and Candlelight 
Service. Date and time will be announced in  
the Church Notices. 
 
 
 



 

SYLVIA’S NEWS OF FOLK! 
With news of folk, please call Sylv on 20910. 
 
We are so sorry to say we have lost 3 Beer Folk. Roy Newton 
Who has been quite poorly for some years. 
Percy Westlake who loved to sit outside his house and chat with 
anyone going by. The third is Molly Somers, who has been in a 
home for a few years. All of them are so well known to Beer Folk. 
Roy a Beer Fisherman. Percy was a Plumber and Molly worked in Seaton. 
Their families will really miss them and so will many Beer Folk.  We send our 
thoughts and prayers to the families. 
 
Also Max Dack, well known to Beer Folk, died. We send our love and prayers to his 
family.     
 
Percy and Ailsa’s son, Andrew, has been in hospital with heart trouble.  We are 
hoping he is on the mend and will soon be home with his family. 
 
Roger Aplin has been in hospital for an op but is progressing well. 
 
Annette Freathy went to hospital for a heart problem. Pleased to say she is doing 
well now. We do miss her when she is not at Church. 
Paul Mears has had a spell in hospital, we hope he is on the mend now.  
 
Tricia Every has been suffering with a very painful leg problem. We do miss her at 
coffee mornings. Get well Tricia. 
 
Hailey Bryant who most of you know has been having treatment on his eye.  Doing 
quite well, so we hope to see him soon at the coffee mornings in the Club House.  
 
Brenda Villiers is still shut in but I am pleased to report after talking to her on the 
phone, that she is quite bright. We miss you Brenda. 
   
I must thank all those who took part in the Fishermans Service. Kim for putting up 
the nets etc. Those who took part in the Service and to Sybil for organising supper 
which was lovely.  Special thanks to Bernard for playing the organ and Nigel for his 
address. It was good to see folk from Brixham and of course Ken Gullop from Lyme 
for leading the service.  
 
To close, could I asked you all to check your cupboards/drawers to see if you have 
any Black and White Tea Clothes hanging about, you may have taken them home 
to wash? We only have 2 left and Sybil and I bought about 8. If you have one, please 
return when you have a chance. Many thanks.   
 
God Bless you all and a very HAPPY 
and BLESSED CHRISTMAS.   
 
 



 
One of the most exciting times when you 
have a baby is choosing a name for the baby! 
A baby's name is chosen very carefully 
because the baby will live with that name for 
the rest of his or her life. 
 
Some people will go to a bookstore or a 
library and get a book or look on the internet.  
There are  thousands of names from which to 
choose. Not only that, but many names have 
a special meaning so you can look that up 
too, for example, John means God Gave and 

Mary means the perfect one, Alex means helper and Elizabeth means God’s Promise. 
 
When Mary and Joseph found out that they were going to have a baby, they didn't go to 
the bookstore or look on the internet to help them choose a name for Mary's baby. In fact, 
they didn't choose the baby's name at all! God chose it for them! God sent an angel to tell 
Mary what to name her baby. The angel said to Mary, "You will have a son, and you will call 
his name Jesus".  You see, the name Jesus means "the Lord saves." Was it important for 
Mary's baby to be named Jesus? Yes it was, because the Bible tells us that there is no other 
name that can save us from our sin. (Acts 4:12). 
 
So on Christmas day when you are opening your presents, spare God some time to thank 
him for all the wonderful things he has done and just tell him how much you love him. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

DIARY DATES  
 

 
FAMILY FESTIVE FUN - CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 

ST MICHAELS CHURCH, FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER 3-7PM 
FROM 4.30PM FATHER CHRISTMAS 

5.30PM TURNING ON OF CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS 

STALLS - MULLED WINE - MINCE PIES - RAFFLE 
  
 
 

COFFEE BREAK 
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