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A love letter ...

I just had to send you this letter to tell you how
much I Jove you and care about you. I saw you N
yesterday as you were walking with your friends, |
I waited all day long, hoping you would walk and
talk with me also. As evening drew near, I gave
you a sunset to close your day and a cool breeze to rest you. Then I
waited, but you never came. O yes, it hurt me, but I still love you
because I am your Friend. I saw you fall asleep last night, and I longed
to touch your brow, so I spilled moonlight upon your piflow and your
face. Again, I waited, wanting to rush down so we could talk. I have so
many gifts for you. You awakened late this morning and rushed off for
the day. My tears were in the rain. Today you looked so sad, so all
alone. It makes my heart ache because I understand. My friends let
me down and hurt Me many times too, but I want you to know I Jove
you. I try to tell you in the luscious green grass. I whisper "I love you”
in the leaves and trees and breathe it in the colours of the flowers. I
whisper "I love you” in the mountain streams and give the birds love
songs to sing to you. I clothe you with warm sunshine and perfume the
air with the fresh aroma of spring. My love for you is deeper than the
oceans and bigger than the biggest want or need you could ever have.
I know how hard it is for you on earth. I really know because I was
there too. That is why I want to help you. My Father wants to help
you too. He's that way you know. Just call Me, ask Me, talk to Me. Unti/
you do, I will wait, and wait, and wait, because I LOVE YOU!

Your Best Friend! Jesus



REFLECTION .......ccuueeeeeeeeeee

While looking for some birthday cards, I
noticed that there was a special stand
celebrating Valentine's Day. Everyone loves to
be loved! We want to be loved and we want to
give love but in foday's society we often forget
how to show love. So how can we nurture a love
worth giving?

I read this story and it was about this boy who went to Bible College but it was far away
from his hometown which made it nearly impossible for him to go home during breaks or
weekends. So one weekend one of his friends invited him home to his family.

His friend's dad picked them up and on the way home, his friend asked his dad how his
Grandma was doing? "She's hanging in there." his dad replied. His friend then explained
that several months ago, his grandmother had a serious stroke which left her unable to
communicate and in constant need of care. "We can stop by and see her first on the way
back if you like Grandpa’s a real trooper. He has never left her side since she had the
stroke. He has dropped everything else in his life to tend to her every need. That's real
love if you ask me.”

Soon they pulled into the driveway and got out of the vehicle and walked up the path to
the front door. The door opened and they were greeted by a kind, older man with the
most cheerful disposition. "Grandpal” his friend exclaimed as he threw his arms around
the old man. After exchanging greetings, they were led into the living room where an
older lady was sitting, mouth slightly open and a confused look on her face. "Hi Grandma!"
his friend exclaimed. Her eyes drifted over to him but there was no response beyond
that.

The Grandpa pulled up a chair on the other side of her and sat down. He placed her hand
into one of his hands and began to gently stroke her head with his other hand. "We had
a good day today didn't we darling?" to which she silently gazed towards him. *You look
so beautiful” he said as he continued to stroke her head.

While we tend to think of love as romance, or being "in love" and having “romantic”
feelings, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 makes it clear that real love is much more about unselfish,
dedicated devotion than it is about romance. Real love takes incredible dedication, but
reaps incredible rewards.

To me, this story demonstrates how we nurture true love just like the Lord showed us
his love by dying on the cross for us "Christ loved you, and gave himself, the cost of his
love was himself, his life".



Church Flowers Those we love
don't go away,

Sunday 4th February - Deidre & Brian. A gift of flowers Fhey walk beside
for the Church. us every day
Unseen,
Sunday 11th February - Gift of Flowers. = hentd
_ ) ) but always near,
Sunday 18th February - Sylvia & Sybil. A gift of flowers Still loved
in memory of their Mum. Still so very much missed and illacd z;nd

loved.
very dear.

Sunday 25th February - Bill & Wendy. Special thoughts of Pru, always loved
and remembered.

If anyone would like to give a gift of flowers, please contact Sybil Anderson.

Preaching Plan

Church is a place to grow God's love, it also builds a support group for us all within
our Community to embrace friendship and share our faith. So Come join us this
Sunday where you can talk to God and celebrate life.

Services - Morning Services @ 10am

Sunday 4th February - Rev Nigel Freathy (H.C) with Sir Ghillean Prance
Sunday 11th February - Mrs Annette Freathy
Sunday 18th February - Rev Nigel Freathy

Sunday 25th February - Rev Nigel Freathy

Sir Ghillean Prance - is known for his interest in ethnobotany — the
relationship between plants and man. He has carried out extensive
fieldwork, principally in the Amazon rainforest, where he lived
with many Amazonian tribes and identified over 350 new species
of plant. He realised that further destruction of the rainforest
could be prevented by learning about sustainable management of
the rainforest from the tribes that live there. Come and join us
on the 4th February during our Sunday Service.




SYLVIA'S NEWS OF FOLK!

With news of folk, please call Sylv on 20910.

We are sorry to hear both Wendy and Bill Grundy have been poorly
with colds. Pleased to hear they are now on the road to recovery.
We have missed them at our Church Services.

Also Nigel Hale and Sue Lockyer have both had a spell in hospital.
We wish them well.

We were so sorry to hear of the passing of Keith Whittaker, such a lovely man who always
took time to speak with you; he also loved his sport. We send our condolences tfo his wife
and family.

Helen Kenworthy is not too well and she and Alan, her husband, have moved to Barnards
Farm.

There have been so many folk with bad colds, coughs and flu. We all now look forward to
the Spring and better weather! We wish everyone good health in the weeks to come.

Thanks to Bernard for playing the organ each week. He is such a blessing to us.

Kids thoughts on what falling in Love is like.......

"Like an avalanche where you have to run for your life."
- John, age 9
"If falling in love is anything like learning how to spell,
I don't want to
do it. It takes too long."
- Glenn, age 7




With Valentine 's Day approaching you may be
thinking of a gift to give someone or maybe
sending some flowers, but do you know what,
sometimes it is better to show our love for
someone by the nice things that we do for
them each and every day. When someone is
sick, a visit from a friend might do them more
good than a dose of medicine. When someone
is sad or having a bad day, a smile and a
friendly "hello" would surely brighten their
day. Have you ever seen someone sitting all alone at school who doesn't seem to have very many
friends? If you sat down and talked to them, it just might make them feel as if someone cares
about them. A simple act of kindness can say a lot more than a gift.

Jesus was always kind and helpful to the people he met. One day he was in the home of Simon
Peter. Peter's mother-in-law was sick in bed with a fever. Jesus went into the room where she
was and took her by the hand and helped her out of bed. When Jesus touched her, the fever left
her immediately. Later that evening people brought everyone who was sick and those who were
demon-possessed so that Jesus could heal them. The Bible says that the whole fown was gathered
around outside the door. Jesus healed the sick and drove out evil spirits. Jesus showed his love
by caring for those who needed his healing touch.

The next time you want to let someone know how much you care for them, remember that we show
others we care, not just by sending flowers and gifts, but by showing acts of kindness each and
every day -- just like Jesus did.

¥ Valentine's Day
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DIARY DATES

COME AND JOIN US FOR A COFFEE @ 10AM IN THE CONGREGATIONAL
HALL.ALL WELCOME!
PLEASE SEE THE NOTICE BOARD FOR DATES

COFFEE BREAK

Gods Love
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